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The Unsworth Music Curriculum 

 
From our Early Year Foundation Stage (Reception Call) to Year 6, we want all our children to love music and know how it can 
enhance their life. We want them to experience a high-quality Music curriculum that allows them to develop this understanding 

and realise their talents as musicians.  
 

We believe that music can boost self-confidence.  Our children will have the opportunity to engage with a wide range of musical 
styles and to have experience of composing and performing their own music arrangements. We want our children to engage 
critically with musical activities.   

 
Our children will have the chance to compose and listen to a wide range of music from a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.  They will learn to play a range of instruments 
from rhythm notation cards and music scores, including those created themselves. We will support them to develop the 

confidence to learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, to have the 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, to use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next 
level of musical excellence. 

 

They will learn about pitch, duration, 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 
structure and appropriate musical 

notations and how to discuss music 
using accurate vocabulary and 

knowledge.  

 

In learning about a diverse range of 
musicians, they will develop their 

opinions about aspects of music culture. 

 

We use Sing Up to enhance our Music 
offer. 

 

 



 

 

Our big ideas in music 
 

 
Our curriculum delivers the EYFS and the National Curriculum programme of study for music. Music in Reception Class is 

covered in the ‘Expressive Art and Design’. We ensure that our curriculum is of high-quality by employing a music specialist 

and by using the Sing Up music programme across all year groups.  Music is taught in every class and enhanced through 

whole-school singing assemblies and  a number of musical events across the year.  

 

By the time a child reaches Y6 we expect them to have some understanding of the following: 

 

 1. Know that the voice can be developed to sing solo or as part of a choir for one’s own pleasure or to a live audience. 

 2. Know that the voice can be used expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

 3. Play a number of simple tunes on the violin, using the correct technique. 

 4. Know the appropriate musical vocabulary to appraise a piece of music. 

 5. Know the instruments from an orchestra.  

 6. Know how to compose a piece of music both independently and as part of a group. 

 7. Read music from the stave and graphic score. 

 8. Know some significant musicians and composers through history to the present day. 

 9. Know a full repertoire of songs from different cultures and languages. 

 10. Know the elements of music, including tempo, dynamics, pitch, rhythm and duration. 

 
 

 

 



 

Music Curriculum Overview 

Year Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

R I’ve Got A Grumpy Face The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice 

Bird Spotting: Cuckoo 
Polka 

Shake My Sillies Down There Under The 
Sea 

 

Musical Elements: 
Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Untuned Percussion 

Continuous enhanced provision: Nursery rhymes, rhythm and rhyme, outdoor stage and performance, poetry and expressive arts, movement and music. 

1 
 

Menu Songs Football  
 

Musical Elements: Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Untuned Percussion 
 

Come Dance With Me 
 

2 
 

Tony Chestnut Grandma Rap  
 
 

Musical Elements: 
Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Ocarina 

Tanczymy Labada 

3 
 

Musical Elements: 
Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Recorder 

I’ve been to Harlem Latin Dance  
 

Musical Elements: 
Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Recorder 

Fly With The Star  
(Classroom Percussion) 

4 
 

This Little Light Of 
Mine 

Musical Elements: Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Glockenspiel 
 

The Doot-Doot Song  
(Classroom 
Percussion) 

Favourite Song  
(Classroom Percussion) 

5 

 
 

Musical Elements: Singing/Performing / Listening/Appraising 

Violin 
 

Madina Tun Nabi 

 

Kisne Banaaya 

6 
 

Hey Mr Miller Dona Nobis Pacem Ame Sau Vala Tara Bal  Musical Elements: 
Singing/Performing 
Listening/Appraising 

Samba Band 
Garage app 



 
 


